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The Ultimate purpose of the church is worship of the one, true, living 

God through Jesus Christ.  

 

The purpose of our great commission (missions) is to establish worshipers of 

God in every tribe, language, and nation on this earth to fulfill the purpose 

for which we have been created—to glorify God through Jesus Christ.  

 

Isa 43:6-7—“Bring My sons from afar and My daughters from the ends of 

the earth, everyone who is called by My name, and whom I have created for 

my glory.” 

 

Why were you created? Why were the Fulani people of central Africa 

created? To glorify God. That means that your purpose—in all of life—our 

purpose, is to be a glad-hearted, Christ-exalting worshipers and lovers of 

God; to delight in Him; to be satisfied in Him; to hope in Him; and to rest in 

Him.  

 

Next week Pastor Nick is going to take us to Matthew 28 where we will 

discover that the primary mission of the church is the great commission.  But 

before we can talk about our mission, we must understand our underlying 

purpose which drives that mission. In other words, our mission of evangelism 

is born out of our purpose as people to worship God, because God’s purpose 

is to be glorified.  

 

No one has stated this better than John Piper in his book Let the Nations be 

Glad: 

“Missions is not the ultimate goal of the church. Worship is. 

Missions exists because worship doesn’t. Worship is ultimate, not 

missions, because God is ultimate, not man. When this age is over 

and the countless millions of the redeemed fall on their faces before 

the throne of God, missions will be no more. It is a temporary 

necessity. But worship abides forever. 

Worship, therefore, is the fuel and goal of missions. It’s the goal of 

missions because in missions we simply aim to bring the nations into 

the white-hot enjoyment of God’s glory. The goal of missions is the 

gladness of peoples in the greatness of God. “The Lord reigns, let the 

earth rejoice; le the many coastlands be glad!” (Ps 97:1). “Let the 

peoples praise You, O God; let all the peoples praise You! Let the 

nations be glad and sing for joy!” (Ps 67:3-4).
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Perhaps nothing is more essential in this series on Rediscovering the Church 

than a discussion of worship because it is foundational to everything we do 

as a church. Why do we submit ourselves to the Bible as authoritative over 

all of life? Why embrace the struggle of sanctification and the cost of 

discipleship? Why do we care about using our spiritual gifts in serving? Why 

do we care about stewardship or church discipline? Why do we invest in 

evangelism, and biblical counseling? All of these things are motivated out of 

a heart to glorify God—worshiping God by giving Him His rightful place in 

all of life; doing all things to please Him as the highest good.   

We must have a biblical view of worship—that everything we do (or don’t 

do) is motivated by our desire to please and honor God. Is this the passion of 

your life? If not, then there is a radical disorientation from God in your life. I 

Cor 10:31 

 

Its important to establish this because worship is not just what we do on 

Sunday morning . Everything you do in life is worship at some level based 

on the orientation of your heart. You are always worshiping something—

God, self, money, people, pleasure, pride, etc. God created you as a 

worshiper so you are always worshiping something. (Illus: mirror) This is the 

great crisis of sin. We are prone to worship something other than God, to fall 

short of the glory of God (Rom 3:23).  And that’s why we need the gospel.  
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So this morning, I believe it would be beneficial for us to consider the 

essential nature of worship, and then the essence of worship, along with the 

expression of worship.  

 

1. The Essential Nature of Worship (Rom 11:33—12:2).  

 

Here I simply want to show you that our ultimate purpose is to do all things 

as worship unto the Lord because all that He has done is for His glory.  

 

Turn with me to Romans 11. I take you to Romans because in 12:2 Paul calls 

us to a life of worship. But there is a progression of thought that begins in 

chapter 11 that helps us see that worship is essential in all of life.  

 

[Rom 11:33—12:2] (context: work of salvation as it relates to both Jews and Gentiles) 

 

There is a progression of thought I want you to see here. Vs. 36 says, “For 

from Him and through Him and to Him are all things.” In other words, all 

things originate from and through God, and therefore find their purpose or 

their glory in Him. To use analogies, if He is the song writer and the singer, 

and the subject of the song, then all the glory of the song is to Him. If He is 

the architect, builder and indweller of the house, then all the glory of the 

house is to Him. This is set in contrast to vs. 35 where nothing ultimately 

comes from us. [vs 35] God owes us nothing (trouble-free life; blessed life; 

health; wealth; joy). Everything He gives us is an expression of benevolence 

(“mercy”—4 x’s in vs. 30-32). Because nothing is ultimately from us we are 

not deserving of glory. The artist gets his artistic ability from God which is meant 

to serve the purposes of God; the engineer gets his engineering mind from God 

which is meant to serve the purposes of God; and so artist and engineer alike owe the 

glory of their work to the Lord. But God is deserving of all glory because 

ultimately all things are from Him, through Him, and to Him. So vs. 36 

concludes, “to [God] be the glory forever.” The only proper response from 

us, then, is worship which is where 12:1 picks up.  [12:1] 

 

So here’s the progression of thought I want you to see in reverse order of 

the passage:  

 a. We are to worship God through all of life [12:1] because, 

 b. God is deserving of Glory [11:36b]. And He is deserving of glory  

     because,  

 c. all things are from Him, through Him, and to Him [11:36a].  

 

We might say that our purpose is to worship God because His purpose is to 

be glorified. If all that God does is for His glory, including all that He has 

done for us,
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 then all that we do should magnify His glory from worshiping 

hearts and minds.  

 

I hope that it is becoming obvious to you that worship, then, must be much 

more than just attending a church service or participating in a ceremony. 

Worship is about the orientation of your heart and mind in all of life—your 

disposition and attitude before God.  

 

2. The Essence of Worship (John 4:21-24) 

 

The essence of worship is not conformity to certain outward forms or 

practices but giving God proper honor from one’s heart.  Jesus made this 

point very clear in his conversation with the Samaritan woman at the well in 

John 4. When the conversation became too personal for her liking, the 

woman tried to sidetrack Jesus on a controversial  issue between the Jews 

and Samaritans about the proper place of worship—should they worship on 

Mt. Gerizim as the Samaritans insisted or should they  worship in Jerusalem 

as the Jews insisted. But Jesus responds by pointing her beyond the 

formalism of worship to the heart of worship. [vs. 21-24]  

 

Notice in vs. 23 that the Father is seeking true worshipers and true 

worshipers worship in spirit and truth.  So what makes worship authentic? 

First, it must be “in spirit;” not just from the letter or form but from the heart. 
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Furthermore, it must be “in truth,” reflecting clearly what God has revealed 

about Himself in His word. You need both.  

Spirit -  truth = empty fanaticism 

Truth -  spirit = hypocrisy 

spirit + truth = true worship   

 

This means it is possible that some of you may not have worshiped yet this 

morning in the sense of being a true worshiper. You may come to church and 

sing all the songs, yet if it does not reflect the true intent of your heart with 

delight in the truth of God and His word, then its not true worship but empty 

formalism; honoring God with your lips while your heart is far from Him. 

This is what Jesus called vain worship (Mark 7:6) and its not an insignificant 

indictment. It is the very reason Isaiah pronounced judgment upon the 

people. They “revered” God in their traditions while their hearts were caves 

of hidden sins, acting as though God was their equal.  

 

Isa 29:13-16—“Then the Lord said, "Because this people draw near with 

their words And honor Me with their lip service, But they remove their hearts 

far from Me, And their reverence for Me consists of tradition learned by rote, 

 14 Therefore behold, I will once again deal marvelously with this people, 

wondrously marvelous; And the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, And 

the discernment of their discerning men shall be concealed." 

 15 Woe to those who deeply hide their plans from the LORD, And whose 

deeds are done in a dark place, And they say, "Who sees us?" or "Who 

knows us?" 

 16 You turn things around! Shall the potter be considered as equal with the 

clay, That what is made should say to its maker, "He did not make me"; Or 

what is formed say to him who formed it, "He has no understanding "? 

 

 How different this is from a person whose heart delights in the Lord; whose 

mind and affections are rooted in truth and therefore loves God supremely.  

 

So the essence of worship is a heart that loves God in truth, overflowing with 

reverence, delight, awe, wonder, fear, praise, trust, and joy.  This is what the 

Father is seeking. Now, its true that God has always wanted worship to be 

from the heart, as we saw in Isaiah’s day. Yet, Jesus hints that a time has 

come for an “intensification of worship as an inward experience of the 

heart”
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 (vs. 23). Just think about the historical timeframe in which Jesus 

speaks these words.  

� In just a short time the temple will be destroyed.  

� Jesus, through His death, will fulfill the ceremonial law and all that it 

has been pointing to.  

� Jesus will issue the great commission and no longer will Jerusalem 

be the focal point of worship, but rather Jesus’ presence with His 

people to the ends of the earth. For the gospel to permeate every 

culture, true worship would need to be defined in terms of the right 

spirit and truth rather than being focused on forms, traditions, and 

locations.
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And this is precisely the focus of the NT apostles as they call us to not only 

express our worship from the heart when we are gathered together but also to 

make all of life a service of worship to God. In other words, In other words, 

when the essence of worship is in spirit and truth, the proper expression of 

worship is all of life.  

 

For example the apostles tell us to: 

� “Be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and 

spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord 

always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 

God” (Eph 5:18-20) 

� All of life becomes a “worship service”—not just a designated 

hour.  
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 What’s so interesting is that we see this reflected in the whole of the NT—that is, a time for the 

emphasis of worship to be in spirit and truth. The main Hebrew word for worship in the OT is represented 

in Greek as the word proskuneo, which means to bow down. We find this word used a lot in the gospels 

and in the book of Revelation where Jesus is physically present to bow down to in worship. But in the NT 

epistles it is virtually absent. Why? Because without Jesus physically present on earth, believers must 

worship Him in spirit and truth. This is the age in which we live. Not that we don’t benefit from forms or 

traditions, yet those forms and traditions are only beneficial when they are fueled by a heart for God that 

refuses to limit its worship only to those traditions but makes much of God in all of life.  



Series: Rediscovering the Church 

 

� “I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your 

bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your 

spiritual service of worship.” (Rom 12:1) 

� Worship is a life of service not just an event 

 

� “Through [Jesus] then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to 

God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name. And do not 

neglect doing good and sharing; for with such sacrifices God is pleased” 

(Heb 13:15-16) 

 

So what will you do to develop a growing heart of worship? Remember that 

the quality of your worship will be determined by the quality of your 

personal knowledge of God (through renewing your mind in the truth—

knowing God through the Word—and knowing Him through the experience 

of walking by faith) 

� Read the Psalms—not like a book but in conversation with God. And 

don’t stop there… 

� Read the Bible—to know God, not just for information 

� Pray as through God is working in all circumstances for His glory 

� Sing out of delight in God 

� Read good books that help you know God (at 43, I don’t have time to 

read fluff! Imagine the urgency I’ll feel at 63) 

 

How are you going to worship God in spirit and in truth this week—before 

next Sunday? Well, I’m going on vacation this week, and I’m going to 

refresh myself through 5 passages of scripture. And I would urge you to do 

the same. Here they are: 

� Nahum 1 (Jealous, avenging, God of wrath, yet slow to anger, a 

refuge and stronghold in the day of trouble ) 

� Isaiah 40 (sovereign; supreme in significance) 

� Isaiah 6 (Holy, Holy, Holy) 

� Psalm 107 (lovingkindness) 

� Colossians 1 (preeminence of Christ) 

 

Summary: Our ultimate purpose is to glorify God in worship. The essence of 

that worship is from the heart and from the Bible in spirit and truth, which is 

expressed in all of life through a renewed mind.  

 

So what are some practical implications for us as a church as we gather for 

worship services?  

A Vision for Worship at TEFC:  

 

1. Godward with a vertical orientation that magnifies the greatness of 

God and basks in the nearness of God. 

2. Christ-centered 

3. Gospel-focused with gravity and gladness (sober-minded joy) 

4. Word-driven and from the heart (“in spirit and truth”) 

5. Authentic (making much of God in all of life)  

6. Passionate (not superficial or flippant)  

7. Undistracting excellence (not sloppy; not showy) 

 

 


